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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 2170 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, MR, KS, KN 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: KOREA 3 1ST UNGA 

REF: STATE 218647 

SUMMARY: MAURITANIAN PERMREP TO UNITED NATIONS TOLD CHARGE 
THAT HE IS UNDER INSTRUCTION NOT RPT NOT TO CO-SPONSOR 
PRO-NORTH KOREAN UNGA RESOLUTION. GIRM HAS NOT YET HDE FINAL 
DECISION ON HOW IT WILL REACT TO TWO DIFFERENT RESOLUTIONS 
BEFORE UNGO ON KOREA. IN SPITE OF RECENT DETERIORATION IN 
NORTH KOREAN-MAURITANIAN RELATIONS, KOREAN QUESTION IS 
STILL CONSIDERED "DELICATE". END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . CHARGE DISCUSSED KOREAN QUESTION ON SEPT. 4 WITH FRG 
AMBKGDOR VON MAGNUS IN HIS CAPACITY AS CORE GROUP REPRE-T 
SENTATIVE FOR MAURITANIA. VON MAGNUS REAFFIRMED THAT LAST 
TIME HE DISCUSSED MATTER WITH GIRM WAS DURING JULY 30 CON- 
VERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MOUKNASS (NOUAKCHOTT 1842). 
ALTHOUGH USUN 3323 DATED AUGUST 19 SUGGEYNED THAT FRG AMB- 
ASSADOR TO MAURITANIA MIGHT BE INSTRUCTED TO RAISE KOREAN 
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ISSUE AGAIN, VON MAGNUS STATED THAT HEHTAS RECEIVED NO NEW 
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INSTRUCTIONS ON SUBJECT. (PREVIOUS INDICATIONS OF GIRM 
POSITVTUON KOREAN QUESTION WERE REPORTED IN NOUAKCHOTT 1327, 
1744, 1842, 1882, 2073 AND COLOMBO 3129.) 

2. COLOMBO 3129 REPORTED THAT GIRM FOREIGN MINISTER MOUK- 
NASS ASSURED USUN MISOFF THAT MOUKNASS WOULD SEND TELEGRAM 
TO MAURITANIAN PERMREP TO UN.ROULAYE EL HASSEN, INSTRUCTING 
HIM NOT TO CO-SPONSOR PRO-NORTH KOREAN RESOLUTION. THERE- 
FORE, I TOOK OCCASION OF HASSEN'S PRESENCE IN NOUAKCHOTT TO 
ASCERTAIN WHETHER HE HAD BEEN SO INFORMED. DURING SEPT. 

7 CALL ON HASSEN, I EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR GIRM RESER- 
VATIONS AT COLOMBO ON KOREAN AND PUERTO RICAN RESOLUTIONS. 
FURTHER NOTED IN CASE OF KOREAN QUESTION AT UNGA THAT WE HOPED 
GIRM, IN EVENT IT COULD NOT SUPPORT OUR POSITION ON KOREA, 

WOULD ABSTAIN OR ABSENT ITSELF. HASSEN REPLIED THAT KOREA 
IS VERY DELICATE ISSUE, ADDING THAT GIRM POLICY HAS NOT YET 
BEEN FULLY OR FINALLY DETERMINED. HASSEN DID NOT GIVE ANY 
INDICATION HOW MAURITANIA WOULD REACT WHEN TWO KOREAN RESOLU- 
TIONS COME UP FOR VOTE. ON OTHER HAND, IN RESPONSE TO OB- 
SERVATION THAT GIRM HAS NOT CO-SPONSORED PRO-NORTH KOREAN 
RESOLUTION. HASSEN STATED UNHESITATINGLY THAT HE IS UNDER 
INSTRUCTION NOT RPT NOT TO CO-SPONSOR PRO-NORTH KOREAN 
RESOLUTION. (HASSEN DEPARTS MAURITANIA FOR NEW YORK ON 
SEPT. 9.) 

3. OF RELATED INTEREST, WE RECENTLY LEARNED FROM WELL- 
INFORMED MAURITANIAN THAT GIRM SIGNED FISHERIES AGREE- 
MENT WITH SOUTH KOREA ON AUGUST 24. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS 
BEEN NO PUBLIC MENTION OF THIS DEVELOPMENT, WE ASSUME 
AGRUEMENT WAS SIGNED DURING VISIT TO NOUAKCHOTT BY PRE- 
SIDENT OF KOREAN DEEP SEA FISHERIES ASSOCIATION (SEOUL 
6415). AS WE HAVE REPORTED IN PAST, HOWEVER, GIRM MAKES 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN COMMERCIAL AND POLITICAL RELATIONS. 
THEREFORE, THIS DEVELOPMENT SHOULD NOT LEAD TO CONCLU- 
SION THAT GIRM IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT SOUTH KOREA ON POL- 
ITICAL LEVEL. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MAURITANIA, BARRING UNFORESEEN 
DEVELOPMENTS, CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT PRO-SOUTH 
KOREAN RESOLUTION IN UNGA, BELIEVE THERE IS REASONABLY 
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GOOD CHANCE THAT GIRM WILL EITHER WWSENT ITSELF OR AB- 
STAIN ON KOREAN QUESTION. FOREIGN MINISTER MOUKNASS RE- 
TURNED TO NOUAKCHOTT SEPT. 5 FROM SERIESOF OUT-OF-COUNTRY 
TRIPS. I WILL TRY TO SEE HIM LATER THIS WEEK OR EARLY 
NEXT WEEK IN ORDER TO RAISE KOREAN QUESTION AGAIN PER STATE 
220773 AND TO DISCUSS SELECTED UNGA ISSUES CONTAINED 
STATE 220772. SHINN 
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